The first case of rabies in an armadillo is reported. The rabies fluorescent-antibody test and mouse inoculation procedure were used to substantiate the presence of the virus. The Centers for Disease Control authenticated our findings and was able to determine the source of infection by monoclonal antibody typing.
The first case of rabies in an armadillo is reported. The rabies fluorescent-antibody test and mouse inoculation procedure were used to substantiate the presence of the virus. The Centers for Disease Control authenticated our findings and was able to determine the source of infection by monoclonal antibody typing.
Forty years ago human rabies was a zoonotic disease resulting from the association of humans with domestic animals. Immunizations confirmation. Eight suckling mice were inoculated with 0.03 ml of a 10% suspension of the brain material and observed daily for death or evidence of illness. On day 12, three mice were ill and were sacrificed. The brains of these animals were examined by the rabies fluorescent-antibody test using BBL conjugate. All were found to be rabies positive. On day 13, one dead mouse was found eaten and unsuitable for testing. On day 16, the other four mice were moribund and were sacrificed without testing.
A portion of the armadillo brain was sent to the Centers for Disease Control Rabies Laboratory for monoclonal antibody typing of the virus (2). Their results showed that the armadillo virus was identical to that found in skunks of the south central states. Hill County reported six cases of skunk rabies from seven animals submitted in 1987.
The structure of armadillos is unique among mammals. They possess a heavy coat of armor called a carapace, with large shields on the shoulders and rump. There are nine movable bands between the shields; thus, they are referred to as nine-banded armadillos. These bands are not rigid but are connected by folds in the skin. This allows the armadillo to bend its body to some extent, like an accordion (3 This is the first reported case of rabies in an armadillo. This species is not to be considered a major vector or reservoir of the disease. This case does demonstrate two important lessons. The first is the need for humans to avoid any contact with wild animals, especially ones that behave abnormally. Any attempt to take them as pets must be discouraged. The second is the possibility of rabies infection in any mammalian species. Laboratorians and veterinarians should never assume a species to be free from rabies infection because it has never been reported in the species.
